935 Worthington Ridge 

Opposite Hudson Street 

1785 

Asahel Hart (1764-1821), a tailor, & Abigail Cowles 
(1787-1845). Son Freedom used the shop to make 
combs made from turtle shells. (Turtles from Berlin’s 
swampy areas.) 

Asahel’s brother was Jesse Hart who lived across the 
street on Hudson Street. His half-sister was Emma Hart 
Willard. Federal style 


Worthington Historic District 
Berlin Historical Society: Walking Tour of Berlin’s Historic District 


Ashael Hart House, 935 Worthington Ridge, c. 1785 - Ashael was a tailor and 
maintained a shop in the rear, When he died in 1821, his son, Freedom Hart, 
took over the property and used it as a shop to make combs. In 1892 to 1955, 
the first Berlin Library (pictured below) was located just north of the property. 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


The Asahel Hart Housewas built around 1786. The 
doorway, with its semi-circular window, is clearly in the 
Federal style. A chimney on the southern half must have 
been removed at some point. Asahel Hart was a tailor, 
who had his shop in the rear. After his death in 1821, his 
son, Freedom Hart, inherited the property and had a shop 
where he made combs from the shells of the turtles that 
were found in abundance in Berlin's swampy areas. 


1934 WPA Census of Old Buildings in Connecticut Survey at the Connecticut State Library Digital 
Collection. Slide #021 
1786 Asahel Hart Worthington Ridge Road faces west near Post Office 
Wood building, peak roof, end brick chimney, S| =<. 
two stories and a half, 9 window front, paired, 
6/6 sash, cut stone foundation. Qindows on 
first floor have delicate window heads, 
windows on gable ends have window heads. 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 207 


1785 Asahel Hart current owner: Olive Molumphy 


Asahel Hart, a tailor, was an early occupant of this house and main- 
tained a shop on the property (it js not impossible that this shop 
forms the rear extension of the house). When Hart died (continued) 


in 1821 at age 57, his son Freedom Hart took over the property and 
used the shop to make combs. Freedom Hart owned the property as late 
as 1855; in 1869 it was owned by John Norton. 


Sketch 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


1786 current owner: Eric Stevens 


He was second son of Capt. Samuel Hart and his first wife, Rebecca. He was 

baptized at Kensington Congregational Church. Asahel was married at 

Kensington Congregational Church. He was from Worthington (Berlin) and 

Abigail from Kensington. Lived at 935 Worthington Ridge, Berlin c. 1785 in 

home brother Jesse may have built. Asahel and Abigail were early 

residents. Had tailor shop on east side of street, opposite town pump. Building was known as the Albert 
Warren place. When Asahel died in 1821, his son, Freedom inherited the homestead and used tailor 
shop to manufacture combs. In 1868 property was owned by John Norton. Asahel died at age 57 years. 
BPLH Card Notes give burial place as Beckley Cemetery; Hale as Bridge Cemetery. 1790 Census 2 free 
white males of 16 years and upward including heads of families 1 free white female Hale - p.56 Early CT 
Marriages - p.10 Berlin Records - p.163, 228 North - p.60, 193 -194 1855 Atlas and 1869 Atlas CT 
Historical Society Bulletin; Vol. 44, No. 2, April 1979 - p.44 


Asahel Hart (1764-1821) son of Captain Samuel Hart & Rebecca Norton. His brother was Jesse Hart who 
lived across the street on Hudson Street. His half-sister was Emma Hart Willard. In 1790 he married 
Abigail Cowles (1787-1845) daughter of John Cowles and Abigail. They had children: James, Sally, Laura, 
and Freedom. They are buried in Bridge Cemetery. 
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T_THTERRE LATIONSHIP OF GUILDING ANT SURROUNDINGS 


One of a number of 18th-century houses in this area of 


Ridge. 


Worthington 
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T7_OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OF SITE Tineriar and 7a © 


The Asahel Hart House has a five-bay facade with a central entry. The 
entry has a semi-circular fanlight, plain pilasters on a splayed clap- 
board stop, and a molded peaked hood with an open pediment. The radial- 
glazed fanlight is decorated with cast-lead swags and floral decor- 
ations. With the exception of the second-floor windows on the facade, 
which abut the bed molding of the cornice, all front and side windows 
have molded surrounds, plain friezes, and simple molded caps. Win- 
dows are fitted with 6-over-6 sash. The narrow, molded main roof 
cornice shows a very slight return at the gable ends; there is a 

large central brick chimney. To the rear is an old two-story 

extension with a shed roof and a Victorian entry hood. 


rs 


Architecturally, the Hart House is significant as a well-preserved 
example of the central-chimney house, a dwelling type that retained 
its popularity in Berlin until the last years of the 18th century. 

The Hart House lacks the hewn overhang seen on earlier examples of 

the type; and some of its stylistic features clearly belong to the 
Federal Period (the fanlight and the window treatments). It is likely 
that the Hart House was built or substantially remodelled late in 

the 18th century, perhpas shortly after Asahel Hart attained his 
majority in 1785. 


Asahel Hart, a tailor, was an early occupant of this house and main- 
tained a shop on the property (it }s not impossible that this shop 
forms the rear extension of the house). When Hart died (continued) 
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1855 Atlas 
1869 Atlas 
North, pp. 193-4 


Asahel Hart House 


19. (continued): 


in 1821 at age 57, his son Freedom Hart took over the property and 
used the shop to make combs. Freedom Hart owned the property as late 
as 1855; in 1869 it was owned by John Norton. 


